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Dear Friends in Christ: 

This weekend’s Gospel offers a so-
bering and timely reminder from 
Jesus about where we place our se-
curity. A man interrupts Jesus, asking 
Him to settle a family dispute over in-
heritance. Jesus doesn’t take the bait—
instead, He tells a parable about a 
wealthy man who fills his barns to the 
brim, makes grand plans to enjoy his 
comfort, and then suddenly dies that 
night. God’s words to him are chilling: 
“You fool, this night your life will be demand-
ed of you…” 

This is not a condemnation of wealth 
or hard work. Jesus is not saying it’s 
wrong to build up a retirement plan or 
to prepare for the future. The issue is 
that this man never thought beyond 
himself. His entire focus was my crops, my 
barns, my grain, my goods, my comfort, my 

soul. He didn’t 
think of anyone 
else—not family, 
not neighbor, not 
God. His wealth 
was full, but his 
heart was empty. 

The Psalm response this weekend re-
minds us: “If today you hear his voice, hard-
en not your hearts.” The rich man in the 
parable failed to hear God’s voice—not 
because God wasn’t speaking, but be-
cause his heart was closed. Hardened 
by self-centeredness and self-
sufficiency, he could no longer hear the 
call to generosity, compassion, and 
trust. And when the voice of God fi-
nally broke through, it was too late. 

This parable challenges us to look at 
the priorities that shape our daily living. 
Are we rich in what matters to God? 
Are we storing up treasure in heaven 

by the way we live on earth? Are we 
using what we have to bless others, or 
just to build bigger barns? 

The truth is, none of us knows the day 
or hour. What we do know is this: if we 
live each day with generosity, humility, 
and gratitude, we will be storing up the 
kind of treasure that can never be lost. 

This week, I invite each of us to ask: 

· What am I storing up? 

· What am I investing my energy 
in—just earthly comfort, or eternal 
value? 

· Is there someone I can bless this 
week by sharing my time, my treas-
ure, or my presence? 

Let’s not just live full lives—let’s live 
rich lives: rich in faith, love, compas-
sion, and trust in God. And may we 
never harden our hearts to the voice of 
the Lord calling us to what matters 
most. 

Speaking of blessing someone…a 
HUGE thank you for your amazing 
support of our Youth Ministry’s 
STUFF THE VAN. Over the past 
couple of weeks, I asked us to respond 
with hearts wide open—to show our 
youth that when we serve others in 
Christ’s name, we are doing something 
sacred. Well, you did exactly that. 

I want to offer a heartfelt thank you 
for the tremendous support of our 
STUFF THE VAN campaign. What 
an amazing sight it was to see the par-
ish van overflowing with donations 
after just two Masses—literally stuffed 
to the roof with kindness, generosity, 
and care for our neighbors—it was so 
full I went to the Food Pantry and got 

their cargo van 
and our youth 
moved the dona-
tions into that van 
and then that was 
stuffed by the end 
of our morning 
Masses. What tre-
mendous concern 
you have for our 
neighbors in need; it is truly heart-
warming. 

You heard the need: families right here 
in our area—many with school-aged 
children—facing empty shelves and 
hungry bellies during the summer 
months. And you responded as the 
Body of Christ: with compassion, with 
generosity, and with action. From cere-
al and snack packs to jars of peanut 
butter and canned goods, every item 
you brought helped to fill more than 
just shelves; it lifted hearts and nour-
ished dignity. 

Our youth ministry group, who led the 
effort with such heart and enthusiasm, 
were overwhelmed—in the best way—
by your response. Not only did you 
help restock the pantry during a critical 
season, but you also gave our young 
people a powerful witness of what it 
means to live the Gospel. 

Jesus said, “I was hungry, and you gave me 
food” (Matthew 25:35). Last weekend, 
we saw those words come to life in our 
parish. Thank you for your generosity. 
Thank you for your witness. And thank 
you for helping us not just STUFF 
THE VAN—but fill it with love. 

The Reverend 
Jeffrey V. Romans, KCHS 

Pastor 
St. Bridget of Sweden Parish 
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Order of Christian Initiation of 
Adults…We call it O.C.I.A., or what 
used to be known as R.C.I.A., and it 
stands for the Order of Christian 
Initiation of Adults.  

It’s more than a program. It’s more 
than a class. It’s a journey of faith 
that helps people—who may have been 
away from the Church, or never been a 
part of it—come to know Jesus Christ 
and to enter into full communion with 
the Catholic Church. 

At its heart, O.C.I.A. is a process of 
conversion and formation. It’s for 
those who are seeking God, longing for 
truth, or simply feeling something stir 
in their hearts. It’s not about having all 
the answers—it's about being open to 
the questions that really matter: Who am 
I? What is my purpose? Is God real? Can I 
come to know Him? 

What makes O.C.I.A. so beautiful is 
that it isn’t just about learning doctrine 
(though that’s important!). It’s about 
immersion into a Christ-centered 
way of living. Through Scripture, 
prayer, sharing life experiences, the 
sacraments, and the companionship of 
fellow seekers and sponsors, those in 
O.C.I.A. begin to see that the Catholic 
faith is not just a set of teachings—it’s 
a way of life. A life rooted in the love 
of Jesus, in service to others, and in the 
deep, abiding joy of being part of the 
Church He founded. 

Who Can Join the O.C.I.A.? 

· Any unbaptized adult who de-
sires to learn more about the Cath-
olic faith with the possibility of 
being baptized and received into 
the Church. 

· Baptized Christians from other 
denominations who wish to ex-
plore what it means to be in full 
communion with the Catholic 
Church. 

· Catholics who were baptized, 

but have not received their First 
Holy Communion or the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation. 

Maybe that’s you. Maybe that’s some-
one you know. A friend, a neighbor, a 
spouse, a coworker. So often people 
are quietly searching, just waiting for an 
invitation. One of the most powerful 
tools of evangelization is simply the 
words, “Would you like to come 
with me?” Your invitation might be 
the very thing God uses to lead 
someone home. 

Last year, we were blessed with several 
individuals who responded to that call. 
They came with curiosity, with ques-
tions, with hope. And by Easter, they 
came with faith, joy, and a new sense 
of belonging. Their journey was deeply 
moving—not only for them, but for 
our entire parish family. 

It’s important to say: entering the 
O.C.I.A. does not mean you’re mak-
ing a commitment on day one. It’s a 
process of discernment. It’s a time of 
honest seeking. There is no pressure, 
no obligation—just a warm, open 
space to explore what the Catholic 
Church teaches, believes, and lives. 

If you or someone you know has felt 
that gentle nudge—perhaps a stirring 
in your heart to go deeper in faith—we 
encourage you to take the next step. 
You don't have to do it alone. We want 
to walk this journey with you. 

If you're interested in learning more 
or would like to join this year’s 
O.C.I.A. process, please reach out 
to Joseph Gagliardi, our Director of 
Faith Formation, at (203) 272-6504 
or jgagliardi@cheshirecatholic.org. 

God is always calling. Maybe He’s call-
ing you. Come and see. 

Happiest Congratulations…go to 
Max DellaVecchia, age 7, from our 
parish family and in third grade in our 

school, whose art-
work has been cho-
sen as this year’s 
parish Christmas 
card. It is very well 
done! I can’t wait 
for you to see it.  

The Pastoral Team always enjoys see-
ing the artwork of our young people 
and it really is so difficult to choose 
which image to use because we tend to 
love so many. I just love that our 
young people come up with amazing 
scenes for us to consider. I am lucky if 
I can draw a stick figure so to see these 
creations is so impressive.  

A special word of gratitude to you, 
Max, and the many others from our 
school and parish families who contrib-
uted artwork for consideration. We are 
blessed with so many young artists! 

THE PARISH PICNIC WILL BE 
HERE BEFORE YOU KNOW 
IT!!! SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR 
PARISH PICNIC! Our Parish Picnic 
will be on Sunday, September 14th, be-
ginning with the 10:30AM Mass that 
morning being celebrated outside on 
the field behind St. Bridget School!   

OUR PARISH PICNIC IS FREE 
TO ALL PARISHIONERS and will 
include games on the field, bounce 
houses, musical entertainment, tasty 
food, one or two 
surprises, as well as 
the opportunity to 
meet new friends 
and build up our 
parish family!!!   

WE NEED YOUR HELP! Many 
hands make light work! We need help 
with the welcoming booth, set-up, 
kitchen, grilling, desserts, youth volun-
teers, kid’s games volunteers, and clean
-up. Any questions just email in-
fo@cheshirekofc.org and, if you are 
willing to assist in any way, visit the 
SignUpGenius at https://bit.ly/
SBoS2025PicnicVolunteers. 

Ready for Something More This 
School Year? Come See What Sets 
St. Bridget School Apart! Summer 
may be in full swing, but for parents, 
there’s always that question simmering 
beneath the sunshine: Where will my 
child thrive this coming school 
year? If you’ve been wondering the 
same, we invite you to take a closer 
look at the difference a St. Bridget 
School education can make. 

 continued on page 4  
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continued from page 3 

At St. Bridget School, we’re more than 
just a school—we’re a community 
rooted in faith, love, and learning. For 
over 30 years, our parish school has 
helped shape children not only into 
successful students, but into kind-
hearted leaders, compassionate neigh-
bors, and faith-filled disciples. 

We serve children from Pre-K3 
through Grade 8, and every day is an 
opportunity to grow—in knowledge, in 
faith, and in character. Our mission is 
simple but powerful: to form young 
people who are bright in mind, strong 
in spirit, and ready to make a differ-
ence. 

So, what makes St. Bridget School 
so special? 

· A Christ-centered education where 
faith isn’t just taught—it’s lived. 

· A welcoming and safe environ-
ment where your family’s values 
are honored and strengthened. 

· Academic excellence fueled by cre-
ativity, critical thinking, and curios-
ity. 

· A community of teachers and staff 
who see—and support—the whole 
child: mind, body, and soul. 

Whether you’re new to our community 
or have been thinking about a Catholic 
education for some time, now is the 
perfect moment to explore all that we 
have to offer. Enrollment is strong this 
year, and several grades are nearing 
capacity, in fact our Pre-K and Kinder-
garten programs have a waiting list—so 
don’t wait! 

Let us show you around, answer your 
questions, and help you envision your 
child’s future here. Contact Gina 
Alden, our Director of Admissions, 
at 203-272-5860 to schedule a per-
sonal tour. She would love to wel-
come you and your family for a tour 

and help you discover the St. Bridget 
School difference for yourself. Come 
find more than just a school. Come 
find a place where your child can 
shine. 

CALLING ALL GOLFERS! CALL-
ING ALL SUPPORTERS OF ST. 
BRIDGET SCHOOL! WE NEED 
YOUR HELP! We are gearing up 
for the 12th Annual St. Bridget 
School Golf Tournament…which 
this year WILL BE HELD AT The 
Farms Country Club in Wallingford 
on Monday, September 15th!!! This is 
one of the two major fundraisers for 
our parish school. Please consider assisting 
us in any way you can. Here are a num-
ber of ways you can assist us: 

1. YOU can consider sponsoring 
our event. If you own a business, 
or work for one who supports lo-
cal charities, consider asking them 
to be a sponsor or put an ad in our 
ad book for the tournament (we 
expect a pretty full field and addi-
tional people to attend the dinner 
following the tournament which 
means these booklets will be dis-
persed to a good number of 
friends from the greater Cheshire 
area). We really could use as 
many sponsors as possible…
sponsorships make the tourna-
ment a success—so please help 
us if you can!   

2. YOU can join us! If you golf, 
join us for a day of fun on the 
course ($225 per golfer/$900 per 
foursome), and if you don’t golf, 
you can still get in on the fun by 
getting some friends together to 
come for a nice dinner that even-
ing and support our parish school 
by your participation at this event 
and your opportunity to win a raf-
fle prize. Cost for dinner only op-
tion is $65.   

3. YOU can donate an item for our 
raffle. We are in need of a variety 

of items for the raffle, which is 
held during the dinner at the tour-
nament. Items such as: a grill, a big 
screen television, foursomes to 
local golf courses, any electronic 
equipment from entertainment to 
home improvement, gift cards to 
local restaurants, bottles of wine or 
spirits, or anything your creative 
minds can come up with. Items 
can be dropped off to the school 
office or parish office any day dur-
ing the week, or in the sacristy at 
Mass on the weekend. Please be sure 
your name is on it so we may properly 
thank you! 

ANY AND ALL information includ-
ing registration forms and sponsor-
ship forms can be found online at 
https://stbridgetschool.ejoinme.org/
golf2025. Thank you for whatever you 
can do to assist our parish school in 
this important fundraising effort. 

As always, remember to pray for 
vocations, pray for our young peo-
ple, pray for our parish families and 
ask God’s blessings as we strive to 
build His kingdom here.  Please 
know that I am praying for you, and I 
ask for your prayers for me, that to-
gether through the intercession of Saint 
Bridget of Sweden, our Patroness, and 
Blessed Michael McGivney, and united 
in the Eucharist, we will reflect the 
presence of Jesus to the world. 
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 Mass Intention ............................................................... Requested by 

Saturday, August 2nd 
9:00 a.m. SBC Joe O’Reilly..................................................................... The Haensel Family 
4:00 p.m. SBC Fred & Millie Adams ........................................................ John & Karen Adams 
 Marie “Dolores” Retelle ................................................... The Riopelle Family 

Sunday, August 3rd: Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m. SBC Ruth Blake ...................................................................... Karen & Kevin Blake 
9:00 a.m. SBC Charles Peter Borowicz—8th Anniversary ...................... His Wife 
10:30 a.m. SBC Fred Caruso .................................................................... The Cherrone Family 
 Rodolfo Fraschilia—20th Anniversary and Filomena 
 Fraschilla—6th Anniversary ............................................ Their Children 

Monday, August 4th: Saint John Vianney, Priest 
7:00 a.m. SBC Karl & Josie Banach........................................................ Daughter, Karla 
9:00 a.m. SBC Daniel & Nancy Ginnetti .................................................. The Family 

Tuesday, August 5th 
7:00 a.m. SBC The People of Saint Bridget of Sweden Parish 

Wednesday, August 6th: The Transfiguration of the Lord 
7:00 a.m. SBC Robert Barron—1st Anniversary ..................................... Family 
9:00 a.m. SBC Donald Camerato ............................................................ Paul & Corinne Camerato 

Thursday, August 7th 
7:00 a.m. SBC Virginia Malchiodi ............................................................ Leah Ventura 

Friday, August 8th: Saint Dominic, Priest 
7:00 a.m. SBC Anthony Cherrone, Sr. .................................................... The Cherrone Family 
9:00 a.m. SBC Albert & Margaret Devine ................................................ Charlotte & Jerry Devine 

Saturday, August 9th 
9:00 a.m. SBC Eileen O’Connell ............................................................. Ognen Petroff 
4:00 p.m. SBC In Living Prayer for the 60th Wedding Anniversary of 
 John & Pat Perrotti .......................................................... John & Pat 
 Algis Brazdzionis ............................................................ Vicki Corti 

Sunday, August 10th: Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m. SBC Eileen Rauccio ................................................................ Paul Fitzsimmons 
9:00 a.m. SBC John Geary—5th Anniversary ......................................... The Family 
10:30 a.m. SBC Mr. Pat Sullivan ............................................................... The Nugent Family 
 Shirley Welch .................................................................. Moira Aitro 
NO 4:00 p.m. Mass until September 21st 

The Tabernacle Candle in Epiphany House Chapel 
shines this week for 

 

An Increase in Vocations to the 
Priesthood & Religious Life 

 
 

The Tabernacle Candle in St. Bridget Church 
shines this week for 

 

Living & Deceased Members of 
Saint Bridget of Sweden Parish 

 
 

Please pray for this couple as they  
prepare for the Sacrament of Marriage: 

I     Matthew Day & Kelley Jefferis 
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Today is the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The readings for today can be found at 

hƩps://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/080325.cfm 

Recent studies suggest that millennials will be the first generation in America to be worse off than 
their parents in terms of financial earnings and job status. Many lament this. I propose that this 
week’s Gospel provides a hopeful way to see the trend as good news. 

The Lord Jesus says, “Take care to guard against greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does 
not consist in possessions” (Luke 12:15). Greed damages us with the deception that we are what we 
possess. But to Jesus, this is simply not true. What makes us happy is who we are, who we become. 

Does not the expectation that every generation should do better than their parents subtly mask the 
poison of greed? A similar attitude is mirrored in the man who demands that Jesus justly arrange his 
share of the family inheritance. Despite the injustice, Jesus will not play that game. In fact, he seems 
to prefer that the man have less than his parents. What good would having more be to this man if he 
becomes enslaved and miserable by greed? What good would it be for us to have more if it means we become much less? 

In allowing the man to have less, Jesus opens a space for him to become more: a man free to love. In that much more mean-
ingful sense, perhaps he was better off than his parents. Maybe the millennials will be, too. 

— Father John Muir ©LPi 

Sunday ConnecƟon — www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connecƟon/ 

Thank you for your kind generosity! 

Our collection for 
the week of July 27th 

Collected 
Offertory  ........................ $15,031.75 

Online 
Offertory  ......................... $6,413.86 

Pope Sixtus II 
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Office of Faith Formation 
Monday – Friday  

8:30 am to 1:30 pm 
203.272.6504 

Joseph Gagliardi, Dir. of Faith Formation 
jgagliardi@cheshirecatholic.org 

 

Pam Todman, Faith Formation Admin. Asst. 
ptodman@cheshirecatholic.org 

Registration for 2025-26 Faith Formation is live on our 
website.  Join us for a year of building faith in our kids! 

Our sessions are as follows: 

Kindergarten-8th Grade: 

V Sunday 8:30am-9:45am (only session with Kinder-
garten) 

V Monday 4:00pm-5:15pm 

V Monday 5:30pm-6:45pm 

Confirmation: 

V Sunday 5:00pm-6:30pm 
 

Go to 

bit.ly/FaithFormationRegistration2025-26 

or use this QR code to register 

Our Parish Needs Your 
Help! 

We are in need of teachers for 
Faith Formation of all ages 
next year, 1st through 10th 
grade.  Classes meet approxi-
mately twice per month from September to 
April.  Catechists receive a discount on registra-
tion fees for their child/children.  Only $25 
per child for catechists! 

We also need volunteers to lead small group 
discussions for adults in our Faith Formation 
program.  The commitment involves a retreat in 
August and small group discussions once per 
month for 75 minutes starting in September and 
ending in April.  Prayerfully consider if you can 
give of yourself to our parish in this way and 
contact Joe in the Faith Formation Office for 
details. 

REGISTRATION FOR 
2025-26 Faith FormaƟon 

The St Bridget of Sweden WomenÕs Society needs you! 
Wherever you go this summer in Connecticut, you can find an Arts 
& Crafts Fair!  WeÕre looking to find new vendors for next yearÕs 
Holiday “ShoppersÕ Delite”.  So, if you see an interesting artist or 
craft person, let us know! 
You can find fairs all through the summer & fall at https://
www.fairsandfestivals.net/states/CT 

For more information, contact Cheryl Foti at pcfoti@cox.net. 
Thanks for your help!! 

Are You or is Someone You Know an Adult Who Has Received First Holy Communion 
But Has Not Made ConfirmaƟon? 

The Sacrament of ConfirmaƟon is the perfecƟon and strengthening of the GiŌs of the Holy Spirit we all 
receive at BapƟsm.  It emboldens us to live out our faith in the world as ChrisƟans and gives us an open-
ness to the prompƟngs of the Holy Spirit.  If this is something that you or an adult you know desires, we 
are offering a 6 week preparaƟon course culminaƟng in a ConfirmaƟon ceremony on November 18th.  
Classes meet on Sunday mornings starƟng in September. 
For more informaƟon or to register please email jgagliardi@cheshirecatholic.org 
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Hello and welcome back to Yakety Yak with Father Yates, this is the column where I aƩempt 
to answer your quesƟons about our Catholic faith.  I do really enjoy aƩempƟng to answer 
your quesƟons, so please keep them coming in.  This week I received the follow quesƟon, 
“Father, the bible says to call no man father, so why do we call you father?” 

Yes it is true that MaƩhew 23:9 says, “And call no man your father on earth, for you have one 
Father, who is in Heaven.”  NoƟce, however, that this makes no disƟncƟon between spiritual 
fathers, which is what our priests are to us, and biological fathers.  In other words, if you in-
terpret this passage to say, absolutely, that no man is to be called father, you cannot disƟn-
guish between calling a priest ‘father’ and calling the man who is married to your mother 

‘father’.  But, is that actually what this passage is saying?  Or is Jesus warning us against trying to usurp the fatherhood 
of God?  The laƩer intenƟon, in many ways, is what the Pharisees and Scribes were doing.  They wanted all aƩenƟon 
focused on them . . . they were leaving God, the Father, out of the equaƟon, which is why Jesus goes on to call them 
hypocrites, liars, and whitewashed tombs. 

If you interpret this passage from MaƩhew 23 as an absolute ban against calling anyone your spiritual father, then 
there are some problems for you in the rest of Scripture.  For example, Jesus, in the story of Lazarus and the rich man 
in Luke 16, has the rich man referring to Abraham as ‘father’ several Ɵmes.  Paul, in Romans chapter 4, refers to Abra-
ham as the ‘father’ of the uncircumcised, the GenƟles.  That’s referring to spiritual fatherhood, not biological father-
hood. 

In Acts 7:1-2, the first ChrisƟan martyr, Stephen, referred to the Jewish authoriƟes and elders who were about to stone 
him as brothers and ‘fathers’, as does Paul in Acts, chapter 22.  This is referring to spiritual fatherhood.  So, if you inter-
pret MaƩhew 23 as saying we cannot call anyone our spiritual father, then you would have to argue that Jesus, Paul, 
Stephen, and the Holy Spirit must have all goƩen it wrong. 

It is okay to call priests ‘father’, just as it was okay for Jesus and Paul to call Abraham ‘father’ and for Stephen and Paul 
to call the Jewish elders ‘father’.  As long as we remember that our true Father is God the Father and that all aspects of 
fatherhood, biological and spiritual, are derived from Him, and as long as we do not allow anyone else to usurp that 
role in any way, shape, or form, as the Pharisees and Scribes were prone to do.  

I pray that I have answered your quesƟon well and, as always,I love you, Father Yates 

Yakety 
Yak 

 
with Father Yates 

VOCATIONS CORNER 

 

Monday, August 4th is the feast day of St. John 
Marie Vianney, a pastor who overcame many 
obstacles to become a priest such as his poor 
education prior to entering the seminary, his 
failure to understand Latin, and his struggle 
with theology and with preparing homilies. 
However, with his deep love of God and his 
parishioners, his humility, and his spiritual 
gifts, God used him to touch the hearts of 
many. Today, the Church honors him as the 
patron saint of parish priests. Could God be 
calling you to be a parish priest? Talk to Fa-
ther Romans or Father Yates and/or visit hart-
fordpriest.com, send an email to voca-
tions@aohct.org, or call the Office of Voca-
tions at 860.761.7456.  
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Cheshire K of C KNIGHTS KORNER 
 

Grand Knight, John Minardi 
 

Council Lecturer—Tim Orcutt 

God and Country - Part V 
“But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than men.’” -Acts 5:29 

As we conclude this series on God and Country, remember that we are first and foremost God’s servants. Pope Leo 
XIII instructed that the essential duty of Christians is “to love both countries, that of the earth below and that of heaven 
above, yet in such mode that the love of our heavenly surpass the love of our earthly home.” Pope St. John Paul II 
warned us to remember “the essential difference between an unhealthy form of nationalism, which teaches contempt 
for other nations and cultures, and patriotism, which is proper love of one’s country.” Our love of country must be 
grounded in the universal moral law and the common good. 
Oppression by civil authorities can occur in the context of labor, economic, social and political circumstances. Note 
that it is not the role of the pastor to intervene in the political structure and the organization of social life; rather, it is 
inherent in the vocation of lay persons, acting on their own initiative with their fellow citizens, to further the common 
good through social action in conformity with the Gospel message. Citizens are not obliged to follow the directives of 
civil authorities when they are morally wrong, violate fundamental rights of persons or directly contradict the Gospel 
message. Citizens are called to action to change any form of oppression using means permissible under the civil law 
and, failing those, other forms of civil disobedience appropriate under the circumstances.  
· Labor: When faced with oppressive working conditions, it is morally acceptable for  workers to str ike, pro-

vided it is necessary to obtain an appropriate wage or benefit and it is not used to pursue objectives that are not 
directly linked to working conditions and the common good. Violence is always morally unacceptable in this con-
text. 

· Economic: When a group is faced with dire economic circumstances resulting from famine, natural disas-
ters, war or economic exploitation, the community should provide direct aid to those suffering to address their im-
mediate basic human needs. Beyond that, the community, whether local, national or international, should also av-
idly pursue reforms, practices and institutional changes to address the causes that led to the dire economic circum-
stances or oppression. 

· Social: Citizens must oppose and seek reforms to social policies that do not promote the common good, re-
spect human dignity or undermine the fundamental freedom to practice one’s faith. Citizens may pursue these 
changes through the political process, judicial action, peaceful marches, media campaigns and other forms of ap-
propriate nonviolent activities. Violence is always morally unacceptable in this context. 

· Political: Political change is best handled through the political process. However , citizens are obliged in con-
science not to follow directives of the political authorities that are contrary to the moral order, the fundamental 
rights of persons or the Gospel message. Citizens should do what is objectively demanded by the common good 
and legitimate to defend their rights and those of their fellow citizens, provided doing so is consistent with the 
Gospel and natural law. Armed resistance to political oppression is not legitimate unless the following conditions 
exist: 

1. There are certain, grave and prolonged violations of fundamental rights; 

2. All other means of redress have been exhausted; 

3. Such resistance will not provoke worse disorders; 

4. There is a well-founded hope of success; and 

5. It is reasonably impossible to foresee any better solution. 

God intends us to live as an earthly community to prepare for the heavenly community. This requires that we love one 
another as Jesus loved us in accordance with the Ten Commandments. God’s desire for order requires community 
leaders who we obey and support. Our leaders should pursue the common good in accordance with the morals and be-
liefs of the community. As citizens, we must do our part to work peacefully within our community to ensure our labor, 
economic, social and political leaders adopt policies and practices that ensure this, thereby setting the example for oth-
ers to follow. 
 

Note: The information for this series on God and Country was derived from the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(paragraphs 1878-1948, 2197-2257 and 2401-2463). 
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· sugar & flour 
· vinegar (all types) 
· pasta sauce 
· canned fruit/cocktail 
· bread crumbs 
· cookies/crakers 

· canned meats/tuna 
· jelly 
· canned carrots/mixed 

veggies 
· ground coffee (reg & de-

caf) 



14 

 



15 

 

If you have a name to place on our U.S. Military prayer list, please contact Mary Beth in the Rectory at 203-272-3531 or  
office@cheshirecatholic.org with the names of family & friends who are on active duty.  Please provide name and branch of 

service.  In this way, our whole parish community can help bring them home safely by our prayers. 

Our U.S. Military Prayer List 

Major Benjamin Andrea, US Army 
Captain Cassandra Andrea  USAF 

Lt. Colonel J. Michael Andrea  USAF 
SRA Garrett Barboza, USAF 

Captain Darren Barile, US Army 
Lt. Colonel David B. Beale, US Army 

Specialist Alan Bell, US Army 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Betts, US Navy 

MMA1/SS Sunny Bray, US Navy 
Captain Kevin Briskin, US Army 

ENS Michelle Browning, US Navy 
2nd Lt. Tommy Bushway, US Army 

LT Steven C. Caldwell, US Navy 
Sergeant Brian Caouette  

Lieutenant Hollis Ann Capuano, US Navy 
Seaman Apprentice Robert Carrano, US Coast Guard 

Private Jack Cavanaugh, US Army 
Christopher Ciampi, USMC 

Tech Sergeant Edward J. Clark, Jr, USAF 
MMA1/SS Dan Combs, US Navy 

PFC Dominic DeSena US Army Natl. Guard 
Sergeant Aaron Desjardins, USAF 
Sergeant Peter D. Earley, USMC 

Colonel Jessica Farrell, Army JAG 
2nd Lt. Mihiri Fernando, USAF 

STS-1 Jake Ford, US Navy 
PFC Owen C. Fowler, USMC 

1st Lt. John Rodolfo Fronc, US Army 
Lt. Colonel Mark Christopher Glenn, US Army 

MMN2/SS Nate Gorr, US Navy 
Private Alyza Hernandez, USMC  

Petty Officer 2nd Class Martin Houston, US Navy 
Private Jacob Howson, US Army 

Cdr. Thomas A. Ianucci, USN, Chaplain 
Technical Sergeant Michael Irvine, USAF 

SRA Ryan Jones, USAF 
Lt. Colonel John Kanuch, USAF 
Major Leslie Ann Kanuch, USMC 

Ryan Kiernan, US Navy 
AWO2 Kyle (DeVylder) Kohl, US Navy 
Lt. Cdr. Jared Korn, US Coast Guard 
Sergeant Gregory J. Kowalski, USMC 

Airman First Class Benjamin M. LeClerc, USAF 

MA2 Tiana Lefebre, US Navy 
Jeremy Ryan Lewis, US Navy 
Cdr. Josh Ludwig, US Navy 

Captain Michael Marotta, USMC 
Lieutenant Tyler McEvoy, US Army Natl. Guard 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Brian McGrath, US Navy 

LT Derek Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
LCDR Marisa Molkenbuhr Rose, US Navy 

LT Trevor Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
Specialist Carlos Morachis, US Army 

Senior Chief Petty Officer Pasquale Moreland, US Navy 
Airman First Class Anthony Nero, USAF 

Lt. Christopher Nguyen, US Army 
Major Susan Nolido, US Army 

Specialist Eric Normand, US Army 
Captain Dana O’Donnell, US Army 

Captain Philip O’Neill, USAF 
Captain Denis L. O’Reilly, USMC 

2nd Lt. Christopher Paier, US Army 
PVT John Pastore, USMC 

Sergeant First Class T. J. Petersen, Army Natl. Guard 
Major Glen Peterson, USAF 
Lt. Tom Peterson, US Navy 

Sergeant Alexander Poling, US Army Natl. Guard 
1st Lt. Molly Reagan, US Army 

LTJG Jake Patrick Reid, US Navy 
Private Quianna Rios, US Army 

Jack Roberge, US Navy 
Tatiana Robles, USAF 

Petty Officer First Class Matthew J. Sansone, US Navy 
Nicholas Sciarretto  

Lt. Ellie Marie Senft, US Army 
Captain Jack David Senft, US Army 

SRA Myron Simpson, USAF 
Major Alexander James Topitzer, US Army  

Captain Matthew Neil Topitzer, US Army 
Captain Ryan Van Wie, US Army 

Private 1st Class Connor Valinsky, US Army 
Specialist Andrew Joseph Vernon US Army Natl. Guard 

Staff Sergeant Joseph Villano, USAF  
Corporal Bernard Vitti, Jr., USMC 

LCpl. Matthew Voelker, USMC 
Airman Mark Zajac, Jr., USAF 

The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal, Trust in the Lord, helps provide the critical funding needed to feed 
the hungry, shelter the homeless, counsel those in despair, offer much-needed assistance to the un- 
and under-employed, and make medical care available to those without health insurance. Your gift to 
the 2025 Appeal will help to continue these and other vital ministries, services, and programs that 
reach out to so many in need. 

All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal are used exclusively for the purposes out-
lined in the Appeal literature, which can be found at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/. No 
Appeal funds are ever used for legal fees or settlements.  
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